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1, A meeting was held in Bome in the first week of September 1981 belween
Luigi Gedda, Vice-President of Catholic Action, who promoted the meeting,
and one reprosentative of each of thy Youth Groups of the folloving poli-
tical partiaph;

8. MNovimeito Sociale Itallens (MSI; Italian Sdchal Movament)

b. Partito Monarchico Italiamo (PR Stalian Monmrenisé Partyys

€. Unlone Monarchica Italiamna (UMI; Ttalisn Monarehist Union): and
d. Partito Iiberale Italiano {(PLI; Italian Liberal Party).

2,. The purpossy of thig meeting were:

8. To geek v« common political bagis on which common actlon by the Youth
Groups. represented could be founded, with particular rogard to the
following issues:

(1) The formation of s united aubi-Commnist front;

(2} Foreign policy generally, and the Pence Treaty and

. Trieste problems specifically;

(2) Tne "democrabic orgenization of the Itallan State': mnd
(4) The institutional questions

b, To discuss the meaguve of politicel and, more perticulariy, financig)
’ ald? which could be afforded %o perticipants in such a pelltical union
of youth by Catholle Action,

3, A further mee‘i:ing‘waa arrangad for the end of Sephember 1951,

4. The identities of the representatives vho attended the firet meeting conld
not be ascertained, They were not, presumably, the Sscrelariss of the respoc-
tive, Youth Groups, who are, sll well lmown aad would probebly heve been nen=
tioned by name. At the second meeting, UMI will be represented by Savarese’,
the journalist,

25X1XLe F This meeting was organized and attended without any
otflclal roference whatsoever to the Partiss o which the varlous
Toubh Groups belong, and the aseent throughout was placed or the Formu-

lation of & "common ﬁolicy for Italian Toush,"
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In the course of discussion, Gedda stated thal, i1f axn
agreenent were reached, Catholic Action could place very large sums
@k the disposal of ibs alliea.

_ Probably Mino Savasrese, the novelist, ssssyist and
Xght Wing journalist, age €6, ig intendnd.

B o in:oresting articleu have recentiy appuared in
the press: one is by Gedda and can be readily interprefiond an anti-
hrintian Democratic in tone, the other is an unsigned “slueidation”
in the Ogservatore Ssmano {the Vasican organ) which coniirms the
Totican s confidence in the Christian Demccratic Party. It is not
diffieuls, by reading between the lines, %o divine what Vatican policy
towards the Chriastisn Democratic Parsy raally ias.

On the one hand, the Vabican is precceupised by the recent considerable
increase in sbrength of the vight-wing pariles, particulariy as regerds
the youth of the country, aithough in southern Italy youmy and old allie
hevs tendsd strongly 1o Ve drawn in thad direction. The Christian
Hemocratic Party®s less in popularity is espsclally worrying, and it is
feswved that the Party is likely %o becoems incrsasingly unpspular in
view of the continunlly worsseniag isteraal economic situation and ol

the Party's lack of succegs in the interiational field with rerard te
the problems of Trieste and the Peace Tresby. What makes this gifvaticn
1l the mere serlous is that 1% hae developed in spite of the Vatican's
anranitting efiforts to sxercise control over the country's youlih and
zouids 4% inbo the psihs of Troth.

On the other hand, the Vatican is fzged with an uncenforiable dilemna.
Glsarly 1% cannot go on zounting entirely on the Christian Jsmecratic
Foprty as hitherto., For one thiog, the factors msntioned abuve are
adversely affecting the Party’s prestige, and for ancther thes moraiily
apd integrity of individual Christinn Deiccratic peliticians in oifice
hnve been persistently and mesh plausidbly fmpugned. Egually clearly,
nowsver, the Vatican cannot at this stage do & complats twrmaboul

apd support political groups which ars notoriously “reastionary® for
fear of provoking e minor landslide %o ithe ranks of ihs Jefi~¥ing
parhies.

Trha Vatican's bewt bed ig obviously %o ksep 2 foot in pach camp. Ii
#ould appear that i% has decided to use Uatholic Action ia order te¢
perforn this sxercise. Vittorio Veronsse, President of Cathelic Actien,
wnequivocelly supports the Christian Demscratic Party. Geddz, on the
“ther hand, is now maneuvering in sesrch of rapprochement with the
#ight ¥ing. There 1s, of course, a notoricus ani well~published
political disputs belwesn Vernnese and Gedda. bur the eass with which
gither could, if and when necessary, be thrown overbeard by the Vatican,
leads one to wonder whethar this differeacs of opinion is az desp~
rooted sy it seems, '
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